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Native American, Alaskan Native, and Native 
Hawaiian communities (Native Communities) face 
some of the greatest barriers to accessing capital 
and basic financial services in the nation. 
Specialized, mission-driven organizations called 
Native Community Development Financial 
Institutions—or Native CDFIs—specifically focus 
their activities to help Native Communities grow 
by increasing access to credit, capital, and 
financial services. 

The CDFI Fund’s Native Initiatives generates 
economic opportunity for Native Communities 
by supporting the creation and expansion of these 
Native CDFIs though the Native American CDFI 
Assistance Program (NACA Program) and Capacity 
Building Initiative trainings.  The Native CDFIs in turn 
help to create jobs, establish or improve affordable 
housing, and provide accessible financial services 
and counseling within their communities. 

Native americaN 
cdFi assistaNce 
Program 

“Today’s awards highlight how much the cDfI pro­
gram has contributed in its 20 year history towards 
building a strong network of cDfIs across the coun­
try. These important community partners are not 
only on the frontlines of economically distressed 
communities providing needed capital and credit, 
they are building a more inclusive economy which 
benefits the nation as a whole.” 

cDfI fUnD DIrEcTor annIE DonoVan 

Annually, the NACA Program provides Financial 
Assistance (FA) and Technical Assistance (TA) 
awards to Native CDFIs. FA awards are made 
to support the financing activities of certified 
Native CDFIs. 

TA grants may be used to acquire products and 
services, and are typically awarded to Sponsoring 
Entities (typically a tribe or tribal entity) seeking 
to start a new Native CDFI, emerging Native 
CDFIs on the path to certification, or to Native 
CDFIs working to increase their capacity to 
serve their Target Market. 

The NACA Program is funded through an annual 
appropriation from the United States Congress, 
and the awards are made each year through a 
competitive process that spans several months. 

nAcA ProgrAm HiSTorY: 

• Since the Native Initiatives was launched 
in 2001, the CDFI Fund has provided over $100 
million in Financial Assistance and 
Technical Assistance awards under the 
NACA Program. 

IMPACT 
oF NACA 
ProgrAM: 

Since the November 2001 release 
of the Native American Lending 
Study, the CDFI Fund has 
embarked on a number of 
initiatives designed to overcome 
barriers preventing access to 
credit, capital and financial 
services in Native Communities, 
including the NACA Program 
awards; complementary training 
programs through the Capacity 
Building Initiative; and, most 
recently, the launch of the 
“Access to Capital and Credit 
in Native Communities” study. 
The industry of certified 
native cdfis has grown from 
nine in 2001 to 70 in 2015. 
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TA AwArd HigHligHTS fA AwArd HigHligHTS 

ToTAL NUMBEr oF AwArDS 

29 cdfiS received AwArdS 

TypE of organIzaTIons 
rEcEIVIng awarDs: 
Loan Funds 25 
Credit Unions 2 
Depository Institutions/DIHC 1 
Venture Capital Funds 1 

prImary TargET markETs of 
awarDEEs 
(nUmbEr of awarDEEs): 
Minor Urban Areas 5 
rural Areas 24 

fY 2015 finAnciAl ASSiSTAnce AwArdS 
firST Time AwArdeeS 

inSTiTuTion TYPe AwArdeeS AwArded 

Loan Funds 1 $400,000 

fY 2015 finAnciAl ASSiSTAnce AwArdS 
AwArdS AcTiviTY cATegorieS 

AcTiviTY TYPe $ AwArded % of ToTAl 

Financial Products  $12,983,106 74% 

Financial Services  $475,000 3% 

Development Ser­
vices  $1,723,219 10% 

Capital reserves  $1,275,000 7% 

Total  $17,575,700 100% 

Loan Loss reserves  $1,119,375 6% 

ToTAL AMoUNT AwArDED 

$17,575,700 in fA AwArdS 

THe fY 2015 
fA AwArdeeS Are 
HeAdquArTered 
in 14 STATeS 
(number of AwArdeeS Per STATe): 

• ALASkA (2) 

• ArIzoNA (4) 

• CoLorADo (1) 

• HAwAII (2) 

• MAINE (1) 

• MINNESoTA (1) 

• MoNTANA (1) 

• NEBrASkA (1) 

• NEw MExICo (3) 

• NEw York (1) 

• okLAHoMA (4) 

• SoUTH DAkoTA (3) 

• wASHINgToN (3) 

• wISCoNSIN (2) 

ToTAL NUMBEr oF AwArDS 

14 cdfiS received AwArdS 

THe fY 2015 TA 
AwArdeeS Are 
HeAdquArTered 
in 11 STATeS 
(number of AwArdeeS Per STATe): 

• ALASkA (1) 

• ArIzoNA (1) 

• CALIForNIA (1) 

• HAwAII (1) 

• IDAHo (1) 

• MICHIgAN (2) 

• MINNESoTA (2) 

• MoNTANA (2) 

• SoUTH DAkoTA (1) 

• TENNESSEE (1) 

• wYoMINg (1) 

ToTAL AMoUNT AwArDED 

$2,065,495 in TA AwArdS 

TypE of organIzaTIons 
rEcEIVIng awarDs: 
Loan Funds 13 
Credit Unions 1 

prImary TargET markETs 
of awarDEEs 
(nUmbEr of awarDEEs): 
rural Areas 14 

fY 2015 TecHnicAl ASSiSTAnce AwArdS 
firST Time AwArdeeS 

inSTiTuTion TYPe AwArdeeS AwArded 

Loan Funds 5 $719,508 

Credit Unions 1 $146,426 

fY 2015 TecHnicAl ASSiSTAnce AwArdS 
AwArdS AcTiviTY cATegorieS 

AcTiviTY TYPe $ AwArded % of ToTAl 
Personnel (Salary and 
Fringe Benefits) 

$1,529,582 74% 

Professional Services $284,935 14% 

Travel $103,753 5% 

Equipment & other Capi­
tal Expenditures 

$65,944 3% 

Supplies $50,713 2% 

Training $50,568 2% 

Total $2,065,495 100.0% 
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AwArdee nAme ciTY STATe TYPe ToTAl AwArd 

LIST oF AwArD 
rECIPIENTS 

AwArdee nAme ciTY STATe TYPe ToTAl AwArd 
Alaska growth Capital BIDCo, Inc. Anchorage Alaska  FA  $1,000,000 
Arizona Tribal CDFI Phoenix Arizona  FA  $150,000 
Bank of Cherokee County, Inc. Tahlequah oklahoma  FA  $500,000 
Cherokee Nation Economic 
Development Trust Authority, Inc. Tahlequah oklahoma  FA  $500,000 

Chi Ishobak Dowagiac Michigan  TA  $149,612 
Citizen Potawatomi Community 
Development Corporation Shawnee oklahoma  FA  $1,000,000 

Community Development Financial 
Institution of the Tohono o'odham Sells Arizona  TA  $150,000 
Nation 
Cook Inlet Lending Center, Inc. Anchorage Alaska  FA  $750,000 
Council for Native Hawaiian 
Advancement kapolei Hawaii  FA  $700,000 

First American Capital Corporation west Allis wisconsin  FA  $500,000 
First Nations oweesta Corporation Longmont Colorado  FA  $975,700 
First Ponca Financial Inc. grand Island Nebraska  FA  $100,000 
Four Bands Community Fund, Inc. Eagle Butte South Dakota  FA  $1,000,000 
Four Directions Development
Corporation orono Maine  FA  $900,000 

Haa Aani Community Development 
Fund INC Juneau Alaska  TA  $144,635 

Hawaii First FCU kamuela Hawaii  FA  $1,000,000 
Hopi Credit Association keams Canyon Arizona  FA  $800,000 
Indian Dispute resolution Services, Inc. Sacramento California  TA  $124,995 
Intertribal Agriculture Council Billings Montana  TA  $150,000 
Lakota Federal Credit Union kyle South Dakota  FA  $750,000 
Lakota Fund, The kyle South Dakota  FA  $600,000 
Leech Lake Financial Services, Inc. Cass Lake Minnesota  TA  $149,953 
Lei Ho'olaha kamuela Hawaii  TA  $150,000 
Lummi Community Development 
Financial Institution Ferndale washington  FA  $300,000 

Mazaska owecaso otipi Financial, Inc Pine ridge South Dakota  TA  $150,000 
NACDC Financial Services Inc. Browning Montana  FA  $100,000 

Native American Development 
Corporation Billings Montana  TA  $147,136 

Navajo Partnership for Housing, Inc. gallup New Mexico  FA  $400,000 
New Mexico Community Capital Albuquerque New Mexico  FA  $700,000 
Nimiipuu Community Development 
Fund Lapwai Idaho  TA  $149,925 

Northern Shores Loan Fund, Inc. Harbor Springs Michigan  TA  $149,996 
Northwest Native Development Fund Nespelem washington  FA  $150,000 
osage Financial resources Pawhuska oklahoma  FA  $600,000 
Salt river Financial Services 
Institution Scottsdale Arizona  FA  $1,000,000 

San Carlos Apache Tribe relending 
Enterprise Peridot Arizona  FA  $400,000 

Seneca Nation of Indians Economic 
Development Company Salamanca New York  FA  $600,000 

Taala Fund Taholah washington  FA  $200,000 
Tiwa Lending Services Isleta Pueblo New Mexico  FA  $750,000 
United South and Eastern Tribes, 
Inc. Nashville Tennessee  TA  $149,817 

white Earth Investment Initiative ogema Minnesota  FA  $900,000 
white Earth reservation Federal 
Credit Union Mahnomen Minnesota  TA  $149,426 

wind river Development Fund Fort washakie wyoming  TA  $150,000 

wisconsin Native Loan Fund, Inc. Lac du 
Flambeau wisconsin  FA  $250,000 
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key 
HigHligHts: 
APPlicAnTS vS AwArdeeS 

For the FY 2015 funding round of the 
NACA Program, the CDFI Fund received 
Financial Assistance (FA) applications from 
37 organizations of which 33 were deemed 
eligible to advance to the review process. 
Those 33 eligible organizations requested 
$30.8 million in FA awards. The CDFI Fund 
made 29 awards totaling over 
$17.58 million. 

For the FY 2015 funding round of the 
NACA Program, the CDFI Fund received 
Technical Assistance (TA) applications from 
23 organizations of which 21 were deemed 
eligible to advance to the review process. 
Those 21 eligible organizations requested 
more than $3 million in TA awards. The 
CDFI Fund made 14 awards totaling over 
$2 million. 

KeY STATiSTicS of AwArdeeS 

• 43 organizations received 
$19,641,195 in awards. 

• 29 fA and 14 TA awards 
were made. 

• 38 loan funds, 3 credit 
unions, 1 depository 
institution/holding 
company, and 1 venture 
capital fund were 
awarded. 

• The organizations awarded 
were headquartered in 
19 states. 

HeAlTHY food finAncing iniTiATive 

There was one awardee that received an 
additional award for Healthy Food 
Financing Initiative - Financial 
Assistance (HFFI-FA.) citizens 
Potowamatomi community development 
corporation received $2,750,000. 
HFFI-FA awardees use the funds to 
enhance their capacity to make 
investments in a range of retail and 
non-retail healthy food projects serving low 
income communities, including food 
production, grocery stores, mobile food 
retailers, farmers markets, cooperatives, 
corner stores, bodegas, and others. 
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Learn more about the NACA Program: 
www.cdfifund.gov/native 

View previous award rounds of the 
CDFI Fund’s programs: 
www.cdfifund.gov/awards 

Visit www.cdfifund.gov to learn about other CDFI Fund programs and how to apply. 

http://www.cdfifund.gov/native
http:www.cdfifund.gov
www.cdfifund.gov/awards

